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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for comparing suppliers, the method comprising the steps of: 
sending survey questions for receipt by supplier computer systems; 
5 sending programming instructions for receipt and execution by the supplier computer 

systems, the instructions being for causing the supplier computer systems to return supplier 
survey answers to a server, wherein the answers are defined in a certain format as data elements 
included in responding documents; 

parsing the data elements from the responding documents; and 
£| 0 evaluating the data elements. 

;~ 2. The method of claim 1, wherein the certain format for the responding documents has 

answers identifiable as strings of text surrounded by text markups, wherein the text markups 
5 include tags describing the data elements. 
%15 

;«= 3. The method of claim 1, wherein the questions and their corresponding answers are 

organized in categories according to subject matter. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the categories include development process, quality, 
20 enterprise, platform, operating system and environment. 
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of evaluating the data elements comprises: 
comparing the data elements to corresponding evaluator requirements. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the method comprises the steps of: 

5 receiving survey inputs from an evaluator, wherein the evaluator inputs define the 

evaluator requirements. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the method comprises the steps of: 
sending survey questions for receipt by the evaluator ! s computer system; 

1 0 sending programming instructions for receipt and execution by the evaluator's computer 

system, the instructions being for causing the evaluator's computer system to return evaluator 
survey inputs to the server, wherein the evaluator answers are included in one or more evaluator 
responding documents and are defined in a certain format as data elements included in the one or 
more evaluator responding documents. 
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8. A computer program product for comparing suppliers, the computer program product 
comprising: 

first instructions for sending survey questions for receipt by supplier computer systems; 

second instructions for receipt and execution by the supplier computer systems, the 
execution of the second instructions causing the supplier computer systems to return supplier 
survey answers to a server, wherein the answers are defined in a certain format as data elements 
included in responding documents; 

third instructions for parsing the data elements from the responding documents; and 

fourth instructions for evaluating the data elements. 

9. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the certain format for the 
responding documents has answers identifiable as strings of text surrounded by text markups, 
wherein the text markups include tags describing the data elements. 

1 0. The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the questions and their 
corresponding answers are organized in categories according to subject matter. 

1 1 . The computer program product of claim 10, wherein the categories include 
development process, quality, enterprise, platform, operating system and environment. 

12. The of computer program product of claim 8, wherein the instructions for evaluating 
the data elements comprise instructions for comparing the data elements to corresponding 
evaluator requirements. 
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13, The computer program product of claim 12, comprising fifth instructions for 
receiving survey inputs from an evaluator, wherein the evaluator inputs define the evaluator 
requirements. 

5 

14. The computer program product of claim 13, comprising: 

sixth instructions for sending survey questions for receipt by the evaluator ! s computer 

system; 

seventh instructions for receipt and execution by the evaluator's computer system, 
10 execution of the seventh instructions by the evaluator's computer system causing the evaluator's 
computer system to return evaluator survey inputs to the server, wherein the evaluator answers 
are included in one or more evaluator responding documents and are defined in a certain format 
as data elements included in the one or more evaluator responding documents. 
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15. A system for comparing suppliers, the system comprising: 
a processor for connecting to a network; and 

a storage device coupled to the processor, wherein the storage device is for storing: 
survey questions; 

5 first instructions operable with the processor for sending the survey questions to 

supplier computer systems; 

second instructions operable with the processor for sending to supplier computer 
systems, the second instructions being for causing the supplier computer systems to 
return supplier survey answers to the system, wherein the answers are defined in a 
■AO certain format as data elements included in responding documents; 

Ul third instructions operable with the processor for parsing the data elements from 

the responding documents; and 

fourth instructions operable with the processor for evaluating the data elements. 

vT|5 16. The system of claim 15, wherein the certain format for the responding documents has 

,M* answers identifiable as strings of text surrounded by text markups, wherein the text markups 
include tags describing the data elements. 

17. The system of claim 15, wherein the questions and their corresponding answers are 
20 organized in categories according to subject matter. f/ 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the categories include development process, quality, 
enterprise, platform, operating system and environment. 
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19. The system of claim 15, wherein the storage device is for storing: 

fifth instructions operable with the processor for comparing the data elements to 
corresponding evaluator requirements. 

5 

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the storage device is for storing: 

sixth instructions operable with the processor for receiving survey inputs from an 
evaluator, wherein the evaluator inputs define the evaluator requirements. 

£| 0 21. The system of claim 20, wherein the storage device is for storing: 

seventh instructions operable with the processor for sending survey questions for receipt 
%~ by the evaluator's computer system; 

H eighth instructions operable with the processor for sending programming instructions for 

O receipt and execution by the evaluator's computer system, the eighth instructions being for 
1115 causing the evaluator ! s computer system to return evaluator survey inputs to the server, wherein 
O the evaluator answers are included in one or more evaluator responding documents and are 

defined in a certain format as data elements included in the one or more evaluator responding 

documents. 



aus9_2001_0254_v2_Uwp 2 1 2001/08/15 11:56:03 



